**Article title:** Immunogenicity and protective efficacy against Treponema pallidum in New Zealand rabbits immunized with plasmid DNA encoding flagellin

**Authors:** Zheng, K., Xu, M., Xiao, Y., Luo, H., Xie, Y., Yu, J., Tan, M., Li, Y., Zhao, F., Zeng, T., & Wu, Y.

**Journal:***Emerging Microbes & Infections*

**Bibliometrics:** Volume 7 (2018)

**DOI:**<https://doi.org/10.1038/s41426-018-0176-0>

After this article was published online, the authors brought to our attention that they did not acknowledge that the methods drew heavily on the work previously published by Lithgow et al. (please see the reference below).

The authors wish to clarify that they followed the experimental method outlined by Lithgow et al. (including the regents referenced) but with different experimental conditions.

Parts of the Methods section (principally "Challenge procedure", "Extraction and purification of T. pallidum DNA from tissues", "Quantitative PCR" and "Histology") overlap with Lithgow et al.

The authors apologize to Lithgow et al. and to readers for this oversight.
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